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COURSE OBJECTIVES

Traditionally, international law was the law that governed the conduct of States in their
relations with each other. Gradually, international law has also come to govern
individuals, international organizations and even corporations. International
organizations are playing a pivotal role in world politics and have developed to respond
to the growing necessities of the international community and to govern the
interrelationship between states. It is widely believed that international organizations are
contributing to the maintenance of international peace and security and working towards
bringing rule of law and democratic governance in international legal system.

In the light of the growing importance of international organizations in international law,
it is not only desirable but also imperative for students to have a thorough knowledge of
the subject. Hence, the primary objective of this course is to generate and sustain an
interest to study this constituent of international law in the minds of the students.

As the students are already familiar with the basics of international law, this course will
take their study one notch higher.

The objectives of the course, in particular, are as follows:
e Provide students with an understanding of the law of international organizations
e Introduce students to the theoretical bases of international organizations
e Introduce students to the powers and functions of international organizations
including treaty making
e Elucidate the privileges and immunities of international organizations
e Map the future of international organizations

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The teaching methodology shall aim at the generation of critical thinking among the
students. The topic for a particular class shall be informed to the students beforehand and
readings shall be assigned to them for the said topic. They are expected to have a basic
idea about the topic prior to the class. Subsequent to a brief lecture on the topic, there
shall be class discussion on the same as well as on the readings assigned. Pursuant to the
class discussion, the teacher shall substantiate the issues raised and answer any questions
posed or left unanswered. Debates shall also be organized at regular intervals.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES OF THE COURSE
At the completion of the course, it is humbly expected that the students shall:

e Comprehend the subject matter of the course

e Be able to analyze contemporary international organization related problems in the
light of the concepts learnt

e Be able to articulate their ideas on the subject matter of the course

e Produce at least one research paper of publishable quality

e Desire to take up international law for further studies



4. COURSE EVALUATION METHOD

The course shall be assessed for 200 marks. The examinations shall be closed book.
Internal assessment shall carry 70% (140 marks) and Semester End Examination shall
carry 30% (60 marks).

Sl | Marks Distribution

No.
1 | Project Work 40 marks
2 | Seminar/Group Discussion 20 marks
3 | Assignment/Assessment 30 marks
4 | Mid-Semester Test 40 marks
5 | Attendance in class 10 marks
6 | Semester End Examination 60 marks

5. DETAILED STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE (SPECIFYING COURSE MODULES

AND SUB-MODULES)

MODULE I

History of International Organizations
Definition of International Organizations
Classification of International Organizations

Legal Personality of International Organisations

MODULE II

Theories of International Organizations

Liberal Theory

Realist Theory

Neoliberalism and Neorealism
Marxist Theory

Feminist Theory

Social Constructivism Theory

MODULE I11

League of Nations



History

Membership

Organs

Powers and Functions
e Causes for failure

United Nations

History

Similarities and Dissimilarities with the League of Nations
Membership

Organs

e Powers and Functions

e Need for reform

Non- Governmental Organizations (NGO’s)

Historical Perspective of NGOs
Relationship between NGO’s and IGO’s
Status of NGOs

Influences of NGOs

Limits of NGOs

MODULE IV
International Organizations and the Law of Treaties

Formation of Treaties

Reservations to Treaties

Invalidity of Treaties

Suspension and Termination of Treaties

Privileges and Immunities of International Organizations

e Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations
e Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies
e Privileges and Immunities of Special Missions

Responsibility of International Organizations

Scope and Nature of Responsibility of International Organizations

Concept of Internationally Wrongful Act of International Organizations

Attribution of Conduct to International Organizations

Responsibility of International Organizations in connection with an Act of another
State or International Organization

Breach of International Obligation

Consequences of Breach

Circumstances Precluding Wrongfulness

Reparation
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